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PSALM CV. 4, 5, 6. 
Sek the Lord and his ſtrength, ſeek. bis face evermore. 


ments of his mouth. 


je ſeed of Abraham his ſervant, ye ſons of Jacob his 


choſen. 


have it, was firſt appointed by David to be a part of 
the ſtared Service of the Tabernacle, on the Day of his 
publick Rejoycing, when he tranſlated the Ark from 
the Houſe of Obed-Edom into Sion. 

The re- eſlabliſhing the Ark, after its long Separation ſrom the 
Tabernacle (for near fifty Years ſince its Removal from Shiloh, 
nd its Captivity by the Philiſtins) and the reſcuing it from an 
becoming Obſcurity and Neglect, by reſtoring it to its primi- 
tve Order, Furniture, Situation, and Attendance; was evident- 
ly a Work of Reformation, and thar too relating chiefly to the 
aternal ſtate of the inſtituted and peculiar Religion of the Peo- 
ple of Z/rael To which the King might be mov'd not only by 
pecial Command, or particular Revelation, but alſo by juft rea- 
bning upon the common Principles of a rational and ſincere 
Mety, And in this laſt reſpe2, it was an Act which, if Men 
my be allow'd wiſe for their much cavilling, and haly for be- 
ig either weakly or affectedly ſcrupulous, malt needs have gi- 


T. Pſalm, tho' not fo large and complete as now we 


mdly Subjects. A piece of uncommanded Officiouſneſs in the 
dings of God, and no better than a ſinful ſort of Will. worſhip, 
n their opinion; a Reflection upon the Holineſs of Samuel the 
Frophet, and upon the Wiſdom of Saul, David s immediate Pre- 
cceſſor on the Throne; a ſuſpeed- Attempt for *— 

A3 9 


Remember his marvellous works, his wonders, and the judg- 


= great Offence to many of his ſober, and induſtrious, and 


Ul 
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the power of Godlineſs, by a ſuperſtitious Concern for the forms 
of it, and ſuch a reviving of antiquated Solemnities, ſuch an ex. 
hauſting of Publick Treaſure upon the expeafve Preparations of 
a Tent, ſuch a phantaſtick piece of Bigotry to think to fix that 


God in a reſting. place, who is preſent every where, and dwells ok 
only in purified Souls; ſo weak a Credulity, to imagine that the Wh it 
Ark could be any Defence to his Strong-hold of Sion, or that it Myhic 
was needful or tolerable to throng his Court and his chief Gar. MWhrm 
riſon with ſuch uſeleſs People as Prieſts and Levites, and Singers Ml au 
and Door-keepers, and all the train of the Sanctuary, that it te- 
could not but raiſe Jealouſies amongſt his diſcerning and conſci- prop 
entious Subjects, be a Dilcouragement ta the trading and incu- Wo of 
ſtrious part of em, a.Jeſt amongſt the Soldiers and the Men of Hod 
Buſineſs, and perhaps an Offence to King Hiram, a new, a wer Nati, 
thy, and a powerful Allie, who, was by no means to be dil- Nover, 
oblig d. ward 


But whatever Conjectures we may make concerning the Tem. 
per of King David's Age from what we cannot but obſerve in 
our own, tis certain that the Holy Text leads us to take notice 
but of one Woman hardy none to publiſh her Diflike of what 
had paſſed into a Law, with all due Solemnity. 

For as the King acted upon Principles which would juſtifie him 
to All who lov'd their Country, and the Religion of. it; fo he 
tranſacted that whole matter with ſuch an exemplary Caution 
and Exactneſs, as entirely precluded. all other Objections, but 
what muſt with equal force lie againſt the Wiſdom, the Piet), 
and Authority of the whole Nation, and ſubje& them all alike 
to the Cenſures of uneaſie and aſſuming People, 

For he ſummon, as it were to Parliament, all his Captains Me c. 
Thouſands, and of Hundreds, and every Leader; i. e. all his Mi- 

| litary Men: and all his Civil Subjects of the Laity, heir Bre 
thren every where, all that were left in the Land of Iſrael, \ays 
che Text ( 1 Chrow. xiii. 1, 2, 3.) By which I ſuppoſe we need 
not underſiand every individual Male of his whole Dominio 
nor every Interiour Officer in his Armies; but, all ſuch as were 
; | wont 


a_— 


ws a before the Lower Honſe of Compbcaton. 3 


1 ex- Lont to be calFd for Advice and Conſent upon important occa- 
1s of Mons. And together with thefe, his Clergy alſo, the Prieſts and 
tht Ihe Levites (ver. 2.) All whie Orders debating, voting, and 
wells Winanimouſly agreeing to bring up the Ark, and te re it 
t the n its Original Honour and Attendance, in that new Tabernacle 
nat it Nehich David had prepar d for it, made it a National Act of Re- 
formation, not yet Tully completed indeed in all its parts, but 
o authoritatively begun, as to oblige the Conſcience of every 
me-hearted 7/raelite to acquieſce and rejoice in it, as the moſt 
proper Means to unite them All to God, and to their King, and 


indu- to one another, for the moſt excellent purpoſes of continuing 
en of WGod's favour to Them and to their Poſterity, ſo long as theit 
= Nation and Polity was to remain upon the Earth; and more- 
e dif 


over, to atſiſt their Endeavours, and facilitate their Journey to 
wards that better Country, which in that typical and preparative 
Economy they were taught to hope, and to labour, and to 
fler for, as the ultimate end of their Faith, and the Perfection 
of the Catholick Church of Chriſt, whereof they were then li- 
tp, edify ing, and ornamental Members. 

Twas Michal alone, whom the Sacred Hiſtory records to have 
wrofeſs'd a Diſlike at what was then done; perhaps to infinuate, 
that in thoſe better and earlier days there really was no Man ſo 
terverſe or froward as to do it; or at leaſt, that if there were, 
& was, not fit that they ſhould have the Honour of having their 
mes tranſmitted to future Ages. Nor does the impotence of 
kr Diſaffection carry her ſo far, as openly to revile what was 

e publick Decree and Voice of the King and all his People: but 
be contents her ſelf with an oblique Reflection upon the Pub- 
ck, by an expreſs reviling the King for one only circumſtance 
l tis Behaviour in that Day of Feſtival Rejoycing. | 
Ske, rainted with the Irreligion of her Father's Reign, per- 
ups not free from an hereditary Family-Animoſity, certainly 
0 an over-conſtant Wife to David, but very ſtift the while to 
it Punctiho's of Couttly State; ſhe alone takes the freedom 
d cenſure the Behaviour of her Lord, as too like that of a vain 

Enthuſiaſt, 
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Enthuſiaſt, for his religiouſly Dancing ( according to the Cy. 
ſtom of that Age and Country) before the Ark, and for being 
ſeen, under a Tranſport of holy Joy and Gratitude which he ſeſt 
within, cloath'd in the holy Veſtments, which were, in her 
Opinion, ſo much the Livery of the Prieſt, as to diſgrace the 
King, and proſtitute Royal Dignity to the Contempt of the My]. 
titude, But popular Diſlike was all ſhe threatned in the height 
of her inclination to complain: and ſhe found no Party to back 
her, or none but what was too wary, or aſham'd to be menti. 
oned in fo ill-grounded a Diſcontent, fave only a few of her own 
Sex, prepared by her ſelf, as we may ſuppoſe, to receive her 
Dictates, and ſpread em according to direction. So impoſſible 
is it for the moſt engaging Piety totally to eſcape Reproachez 
tho' it ſhine in the higheſt Sphere, and moſt illuſtrious Perſons, 
But the King's reſolv'd Piety makes him deſpiſe the ſorry Inſi 
-nuation, and to repreſs the inſolence of her Attempt by ag 
awful and farcaſtical Reproof. I was before the Lord, ſays be, 
avho choſe me, before thy Father, and all his bouſe (1 Sam. 6. 21,) 
to be Ruler over the people of the Lord, over Iſrael. He therefore 
ſuffers not himſelf to be ſtopt by any apprehenſion of combining 
Diſcontents, nor does he reſt ſatisfied with a tranſient act of 
Zea!, and the religious Pomp and Exultation of a Day ; but he 
perſeveres in it, ſo as to eſtabliſh a laſting form of Worſhip in 
the Tabernacle before the Ark ; reſtoring the almoſt obſolete 
.Obſervances, which God himſelf had originally directed by the 
hand of Moſes. He goes on to compoſe new Hymns, ſpeaking 
in them, no doubt, as he was moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to enlarge and perfect this very Plalm, for the perpetual Dire 
ction and Aſſiſtance of the Church (as the Event proves) and 
for a regular and ſtated Celebration of the Divine Offices in the 
P'ace he had appointed for the Ark of God's Preſence among lis 

peculiar People. 5 
What Methods he purſued in the progreſs of this Work, whe 
ther he ated by ſole and ſoveraiꝑn Authority throughout the re 
maining courſe of it, or continued to take in, from time to 9 
the 


_ 
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AH be concurrent Advice of thoſe who allitted at its beginning, I 
e Cu- preſume not to determine. is certain, that in ſome of the 


being WM piſpoſitions of his intended Temple Service, he acted in conjun- 
le (ct WM &ion with his Captains. Moreover, ſays the Text ( 1 Cron. 
1 her nv. 1.) David, and the Captains of the Hoſt ſeparated to the ſer- 
e the ¶ :ice of the Sons of Aſaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun, who ſhould 
Mul. ropheſſe with Harps, and with Pſalteries, and with Cymbals. 
eight nere, if we may ſuppoſe an ordinary Synecdoche of the part 


for the whole, it renders the Example of this Holy King leſs ap- 


nenti· Whlicable to the Caſe of an abſolu e Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy in 
rode ſingle Perſon of the Sovereign, than it has commonly been 
e ner uken to be, by thoſe who pleaſe themſelves in that Argument. 

ollbk But, I inſiſt not upon this, ſince tis rational to believe, that 
aches, be who has obtain'd ſucli an honovrable Teſtimony in the in— 
erſom WMſpired Records, as that whatever he did, pleas'd the People, would 


not now tranſgreſs the known Lenity and Exactneſs of his Go- 


by aa erament, and put ſuch a firetch upon his Prerogative, as to 
1ys lie, wake his Reformation, intended, as is moſt likely, for the uni- 
6, 21.) Ning bis diſagreeing Subjects by the common Ties of one Religi- 
ereſore os Worſhip, it ſelt to be an occaſion of flaming Diſcontents, and 
bining Win avow'd Separation. It is hard to imagine, that the Man after 
act ofs own heart ſhould give juſt, or but ſpecious Scandal to the 


but he devouteſt of his People; or, that a Prophet, as he was, ſhould 


(hip in Wave no Foreſight of the ill Events which mult needs have enſu- 
blolete ied, had he then challeng'd, or exerted any other Authority, than 
by the bat was in every reſ; ect agreeable to the Conſtitution of that 
eakingWMWſingdom he was rais'd to govern. Leaſt of all can it be ſuppo- 
(t, and id, that himſelf would then invade the Prieſtly Function, or in- 
] Dire-alge others in their proneneſs to do ſo, whilſt the Diſgrace 

; ) and d Sorrow for what had afflicted him at Perez-Zzzah, was as 
in 1108): freſh in his Remembrance. 


ong nu we muſt then look upon my Text as the Dictate of the Holy 
woſt, directing the matter for Publick Songs of Praiſe, and 
Thankſgiving to God, for his peculiar and diitinguiſhing Mer- 
& towards the Houſe of {/rae/. They are part of a Rete 
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Hymn compog9, and enjoin'd for the perpetual Edification of the 
Church of God, in its ſlated Publick Worſhip, wherein the re. 
peated Inſtances of the Divine Goodneſs are to be devoutly ac. 
knowledged, thankfully commemorated, and carefully convey' 
down to the Ob'ervation of ſuccceding Generations, according 
to the eſtabliſh'd and reſorm'd Ulages of a National Religion 
tho' neither wholly unblameable in the beginning of its Settle. 
ment, nor exactly correſpondent to {ome Intimations of the D. 
vine Purpoſes, nor made perfect and entire all at once; as I ſhall 
have occaſion to ſuggeſt more particularly before 1 have done, 

But as the Words lie, and with reſpect to the Circumſtance, 
already taken notice of, they lead me to offer to your Conſide. 
ration theſe Three General Heads of Diſcourſe, not alrogether 
foreign, as I truſt, to the Occaſion of this days Feſtival Exultz. 
rion, | 0 

J. That aſter glorious Succeſſes abroad, and in the moſt deſi 
rable Affluence and Security at home, it is the Duty both of 
Prince and People, to have then a particular Regard to the Pub. 
lick Worſhip of God eſtabliſh'd among them, and to attend it 
with a Religious and Devout Diſpoſition of Soul. This the Holy 
Spirit demands from us by the Pen of David, requiring us to ex- 
hort and encourage one another in our Publick Aiſemblies for the 
Worſhip of God; to Seek the Lord and his ſtrength. 

II. That a ſolemn Commemoration of God's particular Mer- 
cies to a Nation he. has choſen ſo to bleſs by diſtinguiſhing Fa- 
vours, is a proper Subject for ſuch Religious and acceptable Set- 
vice: Remember his marvellous works, &c. 

III. That in all ſuch Publick Acts of Worſhip, we are each of 
us to conſider our felves in our Publick Capacity and National 
Relation, as being cloſely unifed to our Soveraign, to our Supe- 
riours, Equals, and Inferiours, who are our Contemporaries, yes, 
and with our Anceſtors and Poſterity too, ſo as to ſuſtain but 
one ſingle Perſon in all God's providential Dealings with us. Ve 
are not in theſe holy and ſolemn Gratulations to contract our 


Minds, ner confine. our Proſpect to the preſent perſonal * 
j0ns 


before the Lower Houſe of Convocation, 7 
f the &ions, and Benefits we reap from ſuch Exerciſes of our Faith, and 


Gratitude, and Adoration ; but we are to enlarge our Thoughts, 
and extend our View backward, and forward, whilſt we celebrate 


'ey'd che Praiſes of God, the Common Lord, Deliverer, Benetactor, 
ding WI and Father of us all. Thus the Holy Pſalmiſt carries the thoughts 
gion, Wl of the then Worſhippers of God, in his new Tabernacle, to a 
ettle. W Contemplation of his loving Kindneſs which had been ever f 
e D. , even as ſar backward as to the Ages of Abraham and Jacob. 
(hall vo this, O ye ſeed of Abraham his ſervant, ye ſons of Jacob his 
one. choſen . ones. 5 | | 
ances And if I can at all heighten that inward and active Devotion 
aſide- already kindled in your hearts, and well heated, becauſe wiſely 
ether directed by the grave, the moving, and the awful Orders tor 
cult! ¶ Divine Worſhip eſtabliſh'd in our Church; if I can add any new 
force to the deep impreſſions made upon your Souls, by ſuch a 
 deli- WM fanRtified knowledge of the Divine Nature as ought always to 
th of Wl poſſeſs, and diſtinguith the Hearts of the Sons of Aaron; if I can 
Pub- ¶ any ways confirm that entire Truſt, and Dependance upon the 
nd it WM merciful God, for ſucceeding Bleſſings upon our gracious Sove- 
Holy WE naign, this Church and Nation, which the repeated Inſtances of 
to ex- Wl them do loudly call for from us, upon this Day; if from ſuch 
or the Wi endearing Diſcoveries of his Favour to us, with reſpect to our 
temporal Concerns, I ſhall at all be able to raiſe your Thoughts 
Mer- above this Earth, and to excite you to labour for an inward ſpi- 
g Fi WM ricual Union with God here, to maintain and ſtrengthen it by 
e Set-. ſuch an intenſe and cordial uſe of all the inſtituted parts of Reli- 
gion, as that it may burn, like the Fire upon the Altar, with in- 
ch of Wl ceſſant Aſpirings after an uninterrupted and eternal Fruition of 
tional ¶ kim from whom it comes, in that Jeruſalem which is above; 1 
Supe - ſhall then think I have at once come up to the Deſign of tlie Ho- 
, yes, Ih Plalmiſty and of our gracious Queen too, in their joint Reli- 
n but Wi gious Appointments of ſuch Publick Thankſgivings as now em- 
;, We ploy our Meditations, and juſtly demand our beſt Attention. 


ct out 1. Then, From the Words I have read, you may pleaſe to ob- 
atisfa· ¶ ſerve, How much it is the Duty both of Prince and People, after 
ctions B 2 their 
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their moſt glorious Succeſſes in War abroad, and when they en- 
joy even an envied Affluence and Security at home, then elpeci. 
ally to have a great Regard to the Publick Worſhip of God eſta. 
bliſhed among(t them, and to attend it with a religious and de. 
vour Diſpoſition of Soul. Seek the Lord and bis ſtrength, ſeek 
his Face evermore. | 

To ſeek the Lord at large, every Man following the Devices 
of his own Heart, is what the wildeſt Enthuſiaſm, the vaineſt 
Superſtition, and the moſt deteſtable Idolatry that ever obtain 


in the credulous World, have all confidently pretended to. But | 


I'm not to ſuſpect that any, who now hear me, can imagine ſuch 
an unlimited, and licentious ſeeking him, was ever in the Thoughts 
of the Holy Pſalmiſt. | 

To ſeck him in devout Retirement, and filent Receſſes, may 
to ſome People be very beneficial, and to all Men at ſome times: 
and to ſeek him in warm and exalted Devotion, and in reſem- 
bling Qualifications of our Souls, conforming our Temper, De- 
ſigns, and Affections to thoſe juſt Apprehenſions we have of the 
communicable Attributes of the Divine Nature ; to ſtrive to ar- 
rive at ſuch a partaking of it, by repeated moral Exerciſes of 


Juſtice, Mercy, Long-ſuttering, Beneficence, and forgiving of 


Injuries, and the like ; is indeed the Duty of all Mankind, of eve- 
ry Man in every Nation, in proportion to the Aids aftorded him 
from above. And we ſhould, I think, be injurious to the pious 
Men of 1ſrae! during the whole Government of Samuel, and Sau, 
it we did not ſuppoſe both them and their Children, to have 
known thus much, from their earlieſt Educarion in the knowledge 
of God and his Commandments, tho' the Ark and the Original 


written Law, lay all that time buried as it were in ſilence, and} 


neglect, and obſcurity, in X'7rjath-jearim. 
This then is implicitly to be underſtood by the words of my 
Text, but not the direct and full intention of them. God who 
had honour'd the Houſe of 1ſrae/ in a peculiar and diſtinguiſhing 
manner, by the Rites of his Covenant with them, and particuiar 


 lallitutions as to the manner of their Religious Worſhip, - 
| them 
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them no more Authority to deſpiſe the external Parts of it, than 
he did for their upholding them apart from the intrinſick moral 
Duties, and feigning an oppoſition be: wixt the one and the other, 
which in the D vine Deſignation were inviolably conjoyn'd, and 
made mutually ſubſervient, in his deep and m) ſterious Methods of 
bringing Maakind to its utmoſt Perfection in eternal Happineſs, 

Whar then God had joynd, it was never the Intention of the 
inſpir d Plalmiſt to put aſunder And, whatever the general 
Phraſe of ſeeking the Lord may be ſuppos d to import, tis certain 
that the mentioning his Strength and his Face, have ſo plain a re- 
rard to the Ark, and the particular occaſion of this Song do ſo 
clearly limit it to the Tabernacle Worſhip, that we muſt needs un- 
derſtand thus much by it. Seek the Lord, O you 7ſraelites, ac- 
* cording to that manner, in that Place, and Order, and with that 
* Solemnity, which we have now agreed to reſtore, according to 
their primitive Inſtitution, by an unqueſtionable Authority, and 
with a due Reverence for the Law of Moſes, and all the holy pur- 
'-poſes of it. 

It is in ſenſe the fame with what is elſewhere expreſs'd ( Pſal. 
exxxii. 8.) by going into his Tabernacle and worſhipping at his 
Footſtool, ſaying, Ariſe, O Lord, unto thy reſt, thou aud the Ark 
if thy ſtrength, according to the Example of Moſes himſelf, whom 
David imitates now, as Solomon did both of them, at the Conſe- 
cration of his Temple. And to this ſenſe one of our own Lear- 
ned Biſhops piouſly paraphraſes upon the Words. Let this (viz. 
their juſt ſenſe of the Honour done them by being God's Servants ) 
encourage them to addreſs themſelves to him upon all occaſions, and 
woſtrating themſelves before the Ark of his Preſence (2 Chron. vi. 2.) 
commend themſelves to his powerful protection. Let them unweart- 
edly ſeek his favour, and implore his aſſiſtance. Thus then the 
Politive Laws concerning Religious Worſhip, at firſt given by 
God, but by Neglect, or Miſtake, or Infeliciry of Times, fall'n 
ato diſuſe, and reviv'd again by Publick, and competent Authc- 
ity, were henceforward to be the (ſtanding Rules and Meaſures, 
Directions and Aſſitances of every true //raelite's Publick Wor- 


ſhip 
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ſhip of God, and eſpecially upon the moſt ſolemn and extraordi. 
nary Occaſions. And I need not, I am ſure, ſpend time, in this 
Auditory, to prove that we are ſafe in the Imitation of ſo preg; 
an x ene and under ſo wiſe and fo holy a Director as King 
David. 

And would to God I were able to carry on the Parallel, ang 
could with the ſame readineſs ſet before you a fervour and ung. 
nimity in the Publick Devotions amongſt our Iſraelites, equal to 
that which made King David's Age fo memorable, and ſo far 
above our Imitation ! . 

But alas! What muſt we think, or rather, What would one 
of theſe ancient Hraelitet indeed have thought ! If ſome wealthy 
Trader to Tyre, or Factor for the Merchants of that City, ſhou!d 
have grown ſo fond of that Country that enrich'd him and ſc- 
cur'd his Effects, as in a ſort to diſclaim his own, and to vent 
nothing but Invectives againſt that which continually protect; 
his Perſon, and guards his Propriety, to no better purpoſe, as 
it ſhould ſeem, than that it may afterwards forgive his Ingratitude, 
and bear with his Unquietneſs? What if ſuch an one ſhould take 
upon him to approve of no Government but that of King Hiram, 
and perpetually to diſparage the Miniſtry, and the Conduct, the 
Piety, and the Policy of K. David, as deſerving nothing but his 
Cenſure and Amendments? That his own eaſie King was a Bi. 
got, puſh'd on by his crafty Prieſts to expoſe his Authority, and 
waſte the Publick Money, upon Religious Trifles, and chiefly in 
exalting their Tribe to an external Splendour and Magnificence, 
as much below the true ſpiritual intent of their Office, as it was 
above their Merits or Education? That Feruſalem was oppreſod 
with too many Cares about Rel gion, that the Poſitive Laus, 
the Orders, and Ceremonies there, were ſo many, fo offenſive, 
and fo rigorouſly impos d, and the People fo continually aJarm'd 
with a noiſe concerning them, that the Trade and Manufactuics 
and other Improvements of the Country, were entirely negłe- 
Red, and ſadly. decay'd thereby? But in Zyre alone, Religicn 
did the leaſt harm, becauſe it was leaſt regarded there; that it: 
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People were there all united in a vigorous Advancement of Traf- 
fick, under the happy Liberty every Man enjoy d of worſhipping 
his own God, in his own way; or if he pleas'd, of worſhipping 
none at all? That he could not therefore but deſpiſe and abhor 
the Service of the Tabernacle, and the religious way of flat- 
tering King David, by an obſcquious joining in the Hymns 
of his Compoſing and Appointment? Would not, I ſay, every 
ancient true Hraelite have flamed with Indignation againſt ſo 
much Treachery in their fellow Subjects; and fo vile an Apo- 
ſtacy from the God of their Fathers to the Service of Mammon, 
the darling Idol of his Zyrians ? | 

What, if pretending to lament the Death of Saal, that valiant 
Leader of his People, choſen by God, and themſelves, to be, 
what in truth he was, their Deliverer; ſome unworthy Officer 
of his, vex'd to find himſelf now at the end of his Markets and 
his Hopes, ſhould have bitterly revil'd all David's zealous con- 
cern tor the Ark, as below the great Genius of a General and a 
King ; admiring none but his old Maſter, who uſed to ſend for it 
into his Camp, if at any time he thought fit to amuſe the People 
by conſulting it, but never had ſo mean a Thought as to trouble 
himſelf, or his People, about fixing it in his Royal Palace, ang 
ſtrongeſt Cittadel? That that Prince's high and active, contri- 
ving and enterprizing Spirit, puſh'd him on to nobler Deſigns, 
till at length he died in the Field againſt the Enemies of his 
Country, wherein he ought to have liv'd long in Triumph, and 
perhaps might have done ſo, had not David and his Party per- 
petually clogg'd his Affairs, by their noiſy outcries about the 
Contempts and Neglects put upon Religion in his Reign? That 
therefore for his part, he could not but deſpiſe the feeble and ua- 
manly Inclination of their new King, as what muſt end in a 
cevout or hypocritical Lazineſs of his Subjects, and in the ſoftning 
their Bravery into a fond and contentious Superſtition 2 What 
could ſuch Reproaches as theſe, I demand, be efteem'd by a ſin- 
cere and pious Iſraelite, but a daring Oppoſition of Prophaneſs 
zpainſt the Voice of Heaven, and an open inſulting of thofe Ho- 


ly 


12 
ly Laws, whereby the Libertine is commanded firſt to repent, and 
then to ſeet the Lord and his Strength ? 
What if ſome refin'd or ſullen Devotioniſt of that Age, ſhould 
have reſolv'd all Religion into Morality, and have taught with 
popular Adereſs, that there was no other ſeeking of God's Face 
neceſſary for Men, but only the conforming, of their Wills to 
his, the tranſcribing all imitable Perfections of the Divine Na. 
ture into the Diſpoſition of their Souls, and uniting their Hearts 
to him by elevated and rapturous Contemplations, Prayers, and 
Extaſies, decrying King David's Inſtituſions as uncommanded, 
carnal, ritual, temporary, and deſtructive, or at leaſt not uſcſul 
to the Life of God in the Souls of Men; creating an Oppoſition, 
where God and Nature, and the Wiſdom of the Laws, had fixd a 
Subordinatton, and a concurrence of Cauſes, for promoting, the 
ſame common End; and exclaiming therefore againſt the whole 
Service of the Tabernzcle, as unfit, above al things, to be im- 
pos d upon the Conſciences of David's well in ructed and en- 
lightned Subjects? I ſay, what could « diicerning Hraelite judge 
of all this Sophiſtry, but that it as in truth a facrilegious rob- 
bing oi the Tabernacle, a plundering the Ark it ſelt, and cutting 
out the Leaves of the Moral Law from the Original Book of it, 
wherewith the unexampled Robbers having firlt adorn'd and en- 
rich'd themſelves, ventur'd, afterwards, to expoſe to ſcorn and 
ignominy both the Ark, and the Tabernacle, they had impiouſly 
{ſpoil'd of their Treafure and their Glory: So very deieſtable 
muſt theſe Artifices appear to any of the Seed of Abraham. who 
made any Conſcience at all of ſeeking the Lord and his Strength 
according to the holy Intentions, and Command of David thcir 
King. | 
But above all, What muſt King David and his great Council 
have apprehended 2 How muſt the whole Tribe of Levi have 
been cover'd with Shame, and overwhelm'd with Sorrow, if any 
of their Brethren, the Sons of Aaron, ſhould have-combin'd with 
theſe Deſerters, ſhould have pleaded their Cauſe, ſtrengrhned 
their Objections, confeſs'd them to be unanſwerable, and added 
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to them more plauſible and more learned ones of their own? If 
they ſhould have told them, e. g. That upon a ſtrict enquiry, chey 
ound, that David and his Aſſiſtants were unpardonably ignorant 
of the Scriptures at the beginning of the Reformation, and blind- 
y fell upon a Precedent of the Philiſtius in placing the Ark upon 
2 new Cart at its firſt removal from Xirjath.jarim; whereas 
the Law requir'd that the Sons of Levz, and they only, ſhould 
bear it upon their Shoulders. That the firſt Reformers were 
[Irreligious Men, a bold and invading Generation, againſt whom 
God ſhew his remarkable Diſpleaſure, in his exemplary Judgment 
upon Vzzah, whereby he check'd their proceedings for a while, 
till at length they were carried on afreih by the overbearing 
Power of David and his Captains. That there was ſtill too much 
cauſe for all ſober People to abhor the Lord's Offering, ſince, 
by a ſcandalous and partial Connivance the accurs'd Poſterity of 
Eli were continued in their places: And that as David himſelf 
had ſeen Reaſon to alter, enlarge, and divide ſome of thoſe very 
Palms, which at firſt he tyrannically impos'd upon the Conlci- 
ences of his Learned Subjects, who knew their original Deſects 
25 well as he did; ſo there was {till both room and neccſſicy for 
further Emendations, which might therefore juſtly warrant thoſe, 
who refus'd in the interim to communicate with ſuch as perſiſt- 
ed to offer unto God the Blind and the Lame. That, tis true, 
they themſelves liv'd by the Altar, and were adorn d and dign:- 
yd with the Prieſtly Veſtments, and therefore bound to an At- 
tendance in the Sanctuary, but they doubted not to affirm, that 
luch as turn'd their Backs upon it, and reſolv'd never to come 
there, might in ſome good Senſe or other be ſaid to ſeek the 
Lord and his Strength; yes, tho' they ran apace, by different 
ways, into every Region, which was known to bear evil will 
painſt Sion. That, altho' the Hearts of theſe Straglers were en- 
gig d in oppoſite Intereſts, upon repugnant Principles, yet be- 
auſe they ſometimes caſt their Eyes kindly upon one another, 
ind always reſpectſully upon theſe unexpected Advocates, 
ley were perſuaded that an univerlal Union was ſtill gat 
C an 
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and that the only means to effect it, would be, to diſmantle Sion, 
to ſeparate the Ark again from the Tabernacle, as it was in good 
old Samuel s days, and to ſtrip the Tent of its Uten(iils and Beau. 
ties, to diſttibute the Curtains and the Candleſticks, the Heads 
an! the Wings of the Cherubs, the Gold and even the Timber 
of the Ark, amongſt the dividing Factions, as tokens of the 
publick Condeſcenſion, and badges of this new projected Union: 
And thar for the avoiding all Diſſenſions for the future nothin 
ſhould remain in Sion, but only the Moral Sanctions of the Law, 
with an unlimited Indulgence to every Man to expound and ap. 
ply them as he pleasd, That for this they reſolv'd to ſollicit, 
calumniate and ſtruggle, without Intermiſlion and without Re- 
morſe ? But let not this be told in Gath. 

And bleſſed be that God who has ſhewn us a plain and expe. 
dite way to a better Peace, whereby, through his Bleſſing, we 
may yet hope to remove ev'n theſe Scandals, and prevent the 
Diſgrace and the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem; viz. The mutual 
encouraging of our ſelves, and moving all our Brethren every 
where by Word and by Example, and the inviting even thoſe who 
hitherto have refuſed to come, (and ſurely it would well be- 
come them 4/ to come on ſuch a Day as this) and join with 
us in ſeeking the Lord and his Strength, and his Face , accor- 
ding to the Intention of the Holy Pſalmiſt, and the Example of all 
the Devout, the Honeſt, and the Peaceable 7ſraelites of tholz 
bettcr times, 

And this leads me to lay before you the Conſideration of ti: 
Second Head 1 am to ſpeak to, viz; 

II. That it is a proper part of our Religious Thankſgivings, 
ſolemnly to commemorate the particular Favours of God 
towards that Nation which rejoyces in his Bleſſings. . 

To remember on a publick Fe'lival, is, not to retain within ou! 
Breaſts a {lent and ſuppreſs'd memorial of what has paſs'd, but to 
proclaim and propagatethe matter of our Joy, to make its Impret- 
ſions more deep and laſting, to imprint our Thankſgivings, and 
enhance the value of God's Bleſſings upon us, and to 8 our 
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Endeavours to ſecure the Effects of them to our lateſt Poſte- 
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Sion, rity. | | 
good And the marvellous Works of God, and his Wonders which on 
Beau · ¶ ſuch Occaſions as this, we are more eſpecially bound to comme- 
Heads Wl morate, are not the Miracles of his Creative, or common Pro- 
imber Wl vidential Power, but ſuch particular, and eminent Events, as 
of the Ml atteſt a peculiar Care over that People, who are made happy 
nion: by them, and might, ſetting aſide their finſul Provocations, 
thing WE have, in ſome ſort, depended upon him for them, by vertue of 
Law, Wl their Covenant-Relation to him. Thus this P/alm, and that 
nd g- other which are join'd together in that contracted Form, which 
ollicit, N was at firit deliver d to the Singers cn David's Thankſgiving- 
ut Re- WY Day, enumerate thoſe ſpecial Favours conferr'd upon the Houic 
of Jſrael, without mentioning at all the more univerſal Mini- 
expe : ſeſtation of his Power and Dominion over the World, fave in 
8, we Wl one Verſe, where God ſets himſelf above the Idols of the Hea- 
at the Will then. For all the Gods of the Heathen are Idols, but the Lord 
nutual Wl made the Heavens, 1 Chron. 16. 26. But the teſt of that Eu- 


every chariſtick Song is ſpent upon celebrating God's protecting, and 
le who delwvering, the Children of Iſrael in their various imminent Dan- 
Jl be- gers; his inflaming at one time the Hatred of their Enemics a- 
1 With pain:t them, and the ſecret turning of their Hearts towards them 
accu another, according ro the Exigencies of their State, and the 
: of all myſterious Defigns of his Providence for their Good and his own 
| thoſe ¶ Gloxy, working for the moſt part ſo agreeably to the Courſe of 
Natural Cauſes, and ſo gently and inſenſibly moving the Wills 
of the Hof ſiaful Men, that the Inſtruments themſelves did not perccive 
lis over-ruling Power, and that after the moſt evident Demon- 
wings, trations of tus Loving-kindneſs, it was only the wiſer part of 
f Gol WM Mankind who would fo tar conſider, as to diſcern and under- 
| land it. | | | 
hin our lt is therefore for the aſſerting God's, Dominion over all Nati- 
but to ons, and all Men, and all their Deiigns and Actions, even of 
Impieh Wl tie freeſt Agents; for the confirming good Men in their Truſt 
36, and ang Dependance upon him; and for the curbing the Vanity and 
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Inſolence of the Proſperous, and reſtraining the Deſigns and At. 
tempts of the Wicked, by their conſidering, how often he turns 
their Counſels into Fooliſhneſs, makes their Diviners mad, and 
their mightieſt Preparations a Scorn and an Hiſſing (which we may 
underſtand by h's Judgments in this place) that we are directed 
by the Holy Pſalmiſt, and on this Day commanded, aſter the Exam: 
p'e of his Piety, by our Gracious 8 to remember the mar. 
vellous Works God has done, bis Wonders, and the Judgments of 
his Mouth. 

And that my rchearſal of theſe his Marvellous Works may bear 
ſome Analogy to what is its ſelf one of his Wonders, that (wiſt 
and ſpeedy Current in which they have been deriv'd upon Her 
from above: It is my part only to ſuggeſt them, but yours to 
enlarge in the Conſiderations they deſerve, and to make the Re. 
membrance of them, as we truft God in his Goodneſs deſigns 
their Fruits ſhould be, laſting and diffusd to many Generations, 
Permit me then to demand your devouteſt Acknowledgment to 
our Merciſul God, for that he has been pleas'd to enable Her Ma- 
jeſty more effectually to unite Her Subjects at home, and to get 
greater Advantages over her Enemies abroad in Seven Months, 
than he vouchſated to the Holy Pſalmiſt himſelf in ſo many Years. 
That he never ſuffered her, with Deborah, to hear the Groans oſ bet 
own People, under their proud and inſulting Enemies; and yet It 
gave her a Barak at hand, to reſcue her endanger'd Allies from te ( 
Jabins preſling Yoke, and to chaſe away their Oppreſſors by Nef ou 
her Authority, and without her Preſence, and with an Honour Wt ſe. 
ſo entire, as to leave no room for a doubtful Interpretation of our 
Fael's part in the Succeſs. That ſhe reckons up her Worthies as Wand i 
David did his, not by ſingle but collective Numbers. That Ar 
God himſelf has been pleas d, fo to blow with his Winds, as firlt ¶ narv 
to direct her to the place for Vidory, and then to diſpatch and tte ſp 
complecac it; and does now cauſe the Waters to flow, full laden with Mlnere 
Spoils, to encourage and reward her People; and ſtill goes on tod t 
aſſert and extend her Dominion over the Seas, for the more e- Re 
ſectaal carrying. Sucecurs to her Allies, Terror to her Enemies 
| a 
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| At- Wl 2nd the Glory he has given her, all over the World, and toge- 
urns mer with that, that humble Homage ſhe therefore pays to his 
and Wl Sovereign Authority, and to his Almighty Goodnels, for the 
may W Mercies he renews to her, and to her Kingdoms every Mor- 
Red ning. 5 


And what are all theſe Demonſtrations of the Divine Favour 
towards her, but the Exaltation of her faithful Subjects, and the 
Shame and Silence of her Secret Enemies, if there can ſtill be 
ny ſuch 2 What but the ſure Preſages and Pledges of a Peace, 


am- 
mar- 
nts of 


beit MWyhich in his good time we pray and truſt he will give her, e- 
ſwiſt WW qual to that of Solomon's in the Affluence, the Renown, and the 
1 Her MW Picty of it, and Superiour to his, in the only thing that wanted, 
1s to Wl Perſeverance in the true Religion, ſuch as we have already 
e Re- Wl ſeen, tried and invincible. Remember the marvellous Works he 
eſigns ub done, his Wonders, and the Fudgments of his Mouth. 125 
tions, And do ye this in Conjunction, O ye Seed of Abraham his 
ent to ¶ &:rvant, ye Sons of Jacob his Choſen : Which points to the laſt 
er Ma- ¶ general Head of my Diſcourſe, wiz. 

ro get W III. That in theſe our Religious Office; we are to look upon 
onths, our ſelves in a National Capacity and Relation, as ſuſtain- 
Years. ing but one Perſon under all God's Providential Dealings 
of het with us. | | 

1d yet it is no leſs Advantage to the Religious Life than it is to 
s from he Civil, that God, our Creator, has forc'd us by the Weakneſs 
Ys by of our Nature, and enabled us by the Endowments of our Minds, 
[onout Wt ſeek out for Soc.ety, and therein to advance and cultivate 
tion of Mou Happineſs, bey ond what it is poſſible to do, in the ſolitude. 
hies as Wand independent ſeparation of Individuals. | 


That And indeed, to confine my ſelf to my Text, how few of God's 
as firſt Mnarvellous Acts could be had in due Remembrance, were not 
ch and Mite ſpread of Societies wider than that of particular Perſons, their 
n with lliereſts more conſpicuous, their Report more loud and credible, 
s on tod their Capacity of carefully preſerving the Memory of them 
ore e Records, and ſolemn Anniverſary Commemorations, better ſuir- 
ne mics, Bed to chat End, than all that a ſingle Man could poſſibly deviſe 

a or 


18 A Sermon preach'd Nov. 12. 170. 


or put in practice? Thus God has, in ſome meaſure, provided ſor 
his own Honour, and the due Inſtruction of ſucceeding Ages, a. 
bove what is naturally attainable by particular Perſons, upon ac- 
count of the {ſhortneſs of their Lives, the doubtſulneſs of their 
Intentions or Integrity, the uncertain conſtruction of their Words, 
or a ſpightful advancing of the Authority of any ſingle Contra. 
dictor, as an equal ballance againſt the ſingle Reporter of ar. 
vellous Tbings? not to mention the Objections which throng 
in apace againſt the Veracity of him who relates them, for no 
other Reaſon, but becauſe they are indeed as wondertul as they 
were {aid to be. 

But when God chooſes to himſelf a numerous Fami y, cr 
whole Nation, and lifts them up to eminency in the World by x 
long ſeries of Wonders and of Judgments; when he links them 
with other Kingdoms of diſagreeing Intereſts and Inclinations, 
who would rejoyce to leſſen their Reputation, if they ſhould im- 
poſe a falſhood, hating the Pretences they make to be the par- 
ticular Favourites of Heavn : When that God, who has thus 
advanc'd and ſettled them, makes it part of their publick Tribute 
for paſt Mercies, and the indiſpenſable Condition of receiving 
an Encreaſe and Succeſſion of new ones, that they faithiully per- 
petuate the Remembrance of thoſe Acts, which he wrought not 
only for their benefit, but for his own Names-ſake, to et him- 
{elf above all the Gods of the Heathen, and his Glory above all 
the Earth: then it is that the Atheiſt and the Infidel, the 1dola- 
trous and the prophane, Sin on without a poſſibility of Excule. 
Then it is, that the Members of ſuch a ſelect Society, united in 
the common Deſign and Exerciſe of ſuch Religious Feltivitics, en- 
.dear'd to each other by a juſt value, for their ſacred and ihr 
civil Laws, ( which enſure to them their preſent Happineſs, en- 
title them to greater in Heaven, and their dear Polterity to 
a long continuance of it upon Earth) find themſelves engag'd io 
do good to one another by the moſt laſting Confederacy, and 
are inſenſibly poſſeſt of, and inceſſantly diffuſing through cre y 
Member of their Body, that ſelſ-deny ing Puolick Spirit, the 
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proper Character of a true Chriſtian , and ſo much defired 
and applauded by all the world: Which yet I fear is but little 
underſtood amongſt us, fince the greateſt admirers of what 
they call a Publick Spirit, are ambitiouſly indifferent as to una- 
nimity in the Religion of their Countrey, and prone to prefer 
the Manners and Conſtitutions of every Nation to thoſe of their 
own. An unnatural attempt, doubtleſs, to hope to prevail with 
men to ſacrifice their Lives for the preſervation of common In- 
tereſts, who yet have not firſt been taught to eſteem them upon, 
the cooleſt conſideration, more valuable than the price they were 
to lay down for them 

Moreover, this Relative view of our ſelves, when our Minds 
are heated and inflam'd with a ſenſe of Gods goodneſs towards 
our whole Natton, endears thoſe publick advantages to us, for 
the preſervation whereof the Wiſe and the Holy God is pleas'd 
remarkably to interpoſe; the very contemplation of his Perfecti- 
on derives then an honourable, and additional eſteem upon what- 
ever He is pleas'd to own not unworthy his ſpecial and extraor- 
dinary Regard ; and we find our ſelves, on a ſuddain, under 
new and ſtronger Obligations to maintain that Order, and Sub- 
ordination, and thoſe mutual Relations both in the Church and 
State, whercof Himſelf proclaims that He is the Favourer and 
protector. Thus a due performance of thoſe Relative Duties 
which give Strength, and Honour, and Growth, and Proſperity 
to every Nation, becomes charg'd upon the Conſcience of a true 
Believer, and is puſh'd on by conſiderations, which relate to an 
happy or a wretched Eternity. For thougli Societies themſelves 
be adapted only to this Earthly ſtate, and the Orders of Inferi- 
our and Superiour will be no more on the other ſide the Grave; 
yet the guilt of Criminal Omiſſions, or of open violations of Re- 
2rive Duties, ſtands upon account; and the acquiſition and im- 
movement of Graces, reſulting from a faithſull diſcharge of them, 
do prepare holy Suu's for Heaven, and will enter with them be- 
hond the Veil. | 


And. 
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And whereas it is juſtly thoughc, that nothing would more eſ. 
fectually conduce to ſo great a gcod, than the reſtoring of Union 
to the Catholick Church, and healing the preſent deplor d Dixi. 
ſions throughout the Chriſtian world; perhaps after all the deep 
Conſultations, and the many inviting, and ſome dangerous Pro- 
poſals, for ſo glorious an end, there's none more proper or like. 
ly to ſucceed, than what my Text ſuggeſts, viz. That every one 
 . ſhould heartily, and ſincerely joyn himſelf, to that National 
Church, in which he can communicate, and whereuanto of right 
he belongs. Let him endeavour, as much as he can, by ardent 
Interceſſions, by firmneſs in the common Faith, by charitable. 
neſs of Affection, holineſs of Life, and all the offices of Love, 
to joyn himſelf to all the Chriſtians of every Communion, but 
ſtill without labouring to alter the Terms, or break through the 
Conſtitutions of what is peculiarly his own, and whereof he 
ſtands bound to be a regular, and an aſſiſting Member. Why 
ſhould we abode worſe concerning the Myſtical Body of Chrilt, 
than we know concerning our ſelves in the Natural, wherein tho 
one or two, or perhaps more, even of the Principal Members, 
may be but imperfectly reſtor d, aſter a fracture or diſlocation; 
though the whole ſuffer thereby, yet does it not therefore all 
dye; but theſe very parts ſtill derive heat and nouriſhment from 
what is more entire, and are directed too from their common 
Head, to contribute ſomewhat to their mutual aſſiſtance, and to 
the ſervice of the whole, though in ſlower, and weaker, and 
leſs comely motions. But if ſuch Parts themſelves become fſhat- 
ter d and diſſipated, the Coats and the Juices, the Muſcles and} 
the Veſſels, the very Bones and Marrow being torn from each 
other, placed aſunder, and at a diſtance ; no skil can then direct 
a Remedy, nor can all the Balm in Gilead heal the Wounds, 
And could we ſuppoſe any one Member to do ſuch a brutal exe- 
cution upon it ſelf, it would then have enforc'd, what ought not 
.to have been thought of, ſolong as there was any hope, a decreed 
Amputation. To behold a particular Church ſo mangled, and 
not to lament it, is the utmoſt .inhumanity. To fee it ui 
complacency 
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complacency and rake in its wounds, is it ſelf a Diſeaſe unto 
Death; and to revive and recover it, is the ſole work of that 
Omnipotent Hand that can give a Reſurrection. And may the 
ame Almighty Jeſus who raisd up Lazarus from his Grave, 
youchſafe again to aſſert his own Glory, and relieve the ſadneſſes 
of all who love him 

But my Text leads me to conclude with an Union ſtill more 
Religious if poſſible, more remov'd from common Apprehenſion, 
and more glorious, becauſe more comprehenſive, in its end; and 
this alſo happily maintain d by doing as David directs thole whom 
he beſpeaks under the Title of the Seed of Abrabam, and the Sous 
of Jacob. It is an union with the Dead, and with thoſe who are 
2s yet unborn; the one ſort ſtill alive unto God, and the other 
ſo too in the wiſe and holy deſigns of his Mercy, which therefore 
makes Enoch, and Noah, and Abraham, and David, and all the 
Holy Men and Women whoſe Names we do, and do not know, 
ſuch nevertheleſs as living by the like Faith, in hopes of the {ame 
Promiſes, under the ſanctifying influence of the ſame Spirit, to 
be all but one Body, under one Head the Lord Jeſus, according 
tothe known Language, and truelt eſtimates of Religion, 

It begins and ends in God, the powers of Helt can never dif 
ſolve it; we are all already enter 'd into it, and nothing but un- 
repented Sins can, our Infirmities can not, caſt us out of it ; for 
it is {ſuccesfully carried on by an honeſt diſcharge of the ordinary 
Duties of the Chriſtian Liſe, But the Acts requiſite to maintain 
this Communion of Saints, together with their Reaſons , and 
their Eid, are all either ſo dangerouſly miſtaken, or ſo dc" gu- 
ingly corrupted in the Church of Rome, as makes it neceilary 
for one who would enter upon that Subject, to guard his Expreſſ- 
ons with care, and to deſcend into many particular conſiderations 
very improper at this time. 

It is enough for me, if by this tranſient glance upon the bet- 
ter World, I have been at all able to heighten your Alpirings at- 
ter it, or encourage you in the way you have taken tluther, 
in which he has already remarkably bleſt you; it this days com- 

ö memorat. on 
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memoration of God's Marvellous Works have ſo united and a 
mated our Devotions, as that there remain in our hearts a laſt 
ſenſe of them, anſwerable to his gracious Deſigns, and our o 
Obligations: ſo that this our aſſembling together may it ſel} 
a direct, and acceptable preparation to that glorious Union u. 
the Saints in Heaven, which God in his mercy to Mankind has « 
covered, and unto which he daily calls every one of us, 
unto Mount Sion, and unto the City of the Living God, the 11, 
venly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable company of Angels ; u 
the general Aſſembly, and Church of the Firſt-born, which are wr 
ten in Heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the Spirits 
Juli Men made perſect, Hebr. 12. 21, 23. Perſe indeed, 
compared with us ſinful Duſt and Athes, or with themſe. 
whilſt in the Body; but not intirely ſo without us, Hub. 11. 
as neither can we finally be perfect without them Hou is 
ruſalem built! — — Peace be within her Walls! —-Shill not th 
proſper that love her 2 For our Brethren and Companions ſa 


let us ſcek to do her good. Amen! 


Now. to God the Father, Son and Holy Gheſt, &c. 
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